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SO, YOUR CHILD WANTS A
YOUTUBE CHANNEL?

A Parent’s Guide to Risks, Rules, and Reality

Introduction

Supporting a child’s creativity is wonderful, but the digital landscape is complex. This guide explains
the legal rules, specific privacy risks regarding performance content (like dance or gymnastics), and the
reality of online sharing.

1 The Legal Reality (Terms of Service)

It is important to understand that under YouTube’'s Terms of Service, a child under 13 cannot own a
channel.

+ The Parent is the Owner: If a channel exists, you are legally the owner. You are responsible for every
video, comment, and interaction.

+ Supervised Accounts Cannot Upload: Official “Supervised Accounts” for under-13s allow watching
but block content creation. If your child is uploading videos, they are likely using an unrestricted
adult account (either with a fake age or a parent’'s own account), meaning safety filters are effectively
disabled.

* Risk of Deletion: If YouTube's automated systems detect a child running a channel unsupervised, they
frequently terminate the account without warning to protect themselves legally.

2 Privacy Risks: Dance & Gymnastics

While sharing talents like dance or gymnastics seems innocent, performance content involving fitted
clothing (leotards, activewear) carries specific risks on the open internet.

The Problem of “Time-Stamping”

On public videos, anonymous users often use the comment section to “time-stamp” specific moments
in a video (e.g., “Check out 0:42"). In dance and gymnastics videos, these timestamps frequently target
stretches, bends, or accidental wardrobe issues. Even if you delete the comment, the attention has
already been drawn to that moment.

Loss of Control (The “Save” Button)

Many parents believe that if a problem arises, they can just delete the video. However, internet users
can easily download YouTube videos. Once footage of your child is downloaded, it can be re-uploaded
to other websites, forums, or private groups that you do not have access to. Once it is public, you lose
ownership of the image.



3 The Mental Toll

The “Review” Culture

YouTube is a public forum. Adults and other teens often leave harsh critiques on technique, appearance,
or ability. For a developing child, reading “You're doing it wrong” or mean-spirited comments can be
deeply hurtful.

Chasing the Algorithm

Kids often notice that “shocking” or “revealing” thumbnails get more clicks. This can subconsciously
encourage them to push boundaries with costumes or dangerous stunts to get more views.

4 Is There a Safer Way?

If your child is passionate about sharing their progress, consider these compromises that protect their
digital footprint:

1. Use “Private” Mode: The safest option. Only specific Google accounts you invite (like grandparents)
can view the video. The link will not work for anyone else.

2. Use “Unlisted” Mode: You (the parent) can upload videos to your account as “Unlisted”. They won't
appear in search results, but anyone with the link (e.g., coaches, friends) can view them.

3. Disable Comments: If you must go public, turn comments OFF completely. This prevents grooming
and bullying.

4. Review the Background: Ensure no school logos, house numbers, or identifiable landmarks are
visible in the background.

The Bottom Line

Supporting your child’s creativity is wonderful, but protecting their future is paramount. The
internet is permanent; childhood is temporary. Once a video is posted, you can never truly
take it back.

By waiting until they are older, or keeping their content within a trusted circle of family and
friends, you allow them to develop their skills without the pressure of a public audience. If
you do choose to proceed, remember that this must be a partnership: you are the producer
and the protector, not just a spectator.




